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INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY 

EXAMINATION REPORT International application No. PCT/US98/1 5853 



I. Basis of the report 

1 This report has been drawn on the basis of (substitute sheets which have been furnished to the receiving Office in 
response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to in this report as "originally filed" and are not annexed to 
the report since they do not contain amendments.): 

Description, pages: 

1 -57 as originally filed 

Claims, No.: 

-( _i o as received on 1 0/08/2000 with letter of 24/07/2000 



2. The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

□ the description, pages: 

□ the claims, Nos.: 

□ the drawings, sheets: 

3. □ This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments had not been made, since they have been 

considered to go beyond the disclosure as filed (Rule 70.2(c)): 



4. Additional observations, if necessary: 



V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial 
applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement 



1. Statement 

Novelty (N) Yes: Claims 1-10 

No: Claims 

Inventive step (IS) Yes: Claims 1-10 

No: Claims 

Industrial applicability (I A) Yes: Claims 1-10 

No: Claims 
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2. Citations and explanations 
see separate sheet 

VII. Certain defects in the international application 

The following defects in the form or contents of the international application have been noted: 
see separate sheet 

VIII. Certain observations on the international application 

The following observations on the clarity of the claims, description, and drawings or on the question whether the 
claims are fully supported by the description, are made: 

see separate sheet 
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EXAMINATION REPORT - SEPARATE SHEET 



V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive 
step and industrial applicability 

1 . Only 2 (two) documents are cited in the search report, both- relating to shampoos. 
Shampoos are nor-maliy-rinsed off. The subject-matter of the claims, which aims at 
compositions to be left on the scal p of the us er, cannot thus be seen as 
shampoos! 

The compositions of the prior art being not suitable for the stated use (shampoos 
are hardly left on the user's scalp), the amendment definitely distinguishes the 
subject-matter of the claims from the cited prior art. ^^^^ 

2. The closest, available state of the art would then be'document D1 (GB-A-1 471 
406), which rliq'M^** a eham p nn ^nmpnsition (ske Example 2) comprising 
Carbopol 941 (a water soluble polymer of acrylicVacid cross-linked with about 1% 
of a polyallyl ether of sucrose), pigmented epoxy resiCL Coated 3 iurninium foil 
particles, n-propanol, perfume and water. 

The man skilled in the art can arrive at the invention only in the event when he 
decides to remove an essential feature of D1, i.e., the required organic detergent 
active material. By doing so, the man skilled in the art would go definitely against 
the very teaching of this document: it cannot thus be said that the current 
invention derives in an obvious way from the closest prior art. 

An inventive step over D1 is thus acknowledged for the subject-matter of the 
claims. 

VII. Certain defects in the international application. 

On page 42, the structure corresponding to Formula (VII) is missing. 
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The unit of viscosity (centistokes) employed on page 13, line 14; on page 16, line 
19; on page 19, lines 6 and 7; on page 45, line 18 is not additionally expressed in 
terms of the units stipulated by Rule 10.1(a) PCT. 

The requirements of Rule 5.1 a) ii) PCT are not met, the documents D1 and D2 
are not identified in the description and the relevant background art disclosed 
therein is not briefly discussed. 

The description is not adapted to the claims on file. 

VIII. Certain observations on the international application. 

In claim 10, the amounts specified in item (5) are not supported by the description 
(see on page 19, line 12). 
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WHAT IS CLAIMED IS: 

1. A hair conditioning composition comprising: 

(1) a carboxylic acid/carboxylate copolymer; 

(2) a visible particle; and 

(3) an aqueous carrier 

2. The hair conditioning composition according to Claim 1 further comprising 
an amphoteric conditioning polymer. 

3. The hair conditioning composition according to Claim 1 further comprising 
a humectant. 

4. The hair conditioning composition according to Claim 1 further comprising 
a silicone compound. 

5. The hair conditioning composition according to Claim 1 further comprising 
an additional viscosity modifier. 

6. The hair conditioning composition according to Claim 1 further comprising 
a UV absorber. 

7. The hair conditioning composition according to Claim 1 further comprising 
an optical brightener. 

8. The hair conditioning composition according to Claim 1 further comprising 
a herbal extract. 

9. The hair conditioning composition according to any of the preceding 
claims further comprising an additional conditioning agent. 

10. A hair conditioning composition comprising by weight: 

(1) from about 0.01% to about 10% of a carboxylic acid/carboxylate 
copolymer; 

(2) from about 0.01% to about 5% of a visible particle; 
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5 (3) from about 0.1 % to about 20% of a humectant; 

(4) from about 0. 1 % to about 60% of a silicone compound; 

(5) from about 0.01% to about 10% of an additional viscosity modifier; and 

(6) an aqueous carrier. 
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This International Search Report has been prepared by this International Searching Authority and is transmitted to the applicant 
according to Article 18. A copy is being transmitted to the International Bureau. 

This International Search Report consists of a total of 2 sheets. 

PC] It is also accompanied by a copy of each prior art document cited in this report. 



1 . Basis of the report 

a. With regard to the language, the international search was carried out on the basis of the international application in the 
language in which it was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 

I I the international search was carried out on the basis of a translation of the international application furnished to this 
Authority (Rule 23.1(b)). 

b. With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application, the international search 
was carried out on the basis of the sequence listing ; 

| | contained in the international application in written form. 

filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 



□ 
□ 
□ 
□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 



furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form, 
furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readble form. 

the statement that the subsequently furnished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure in the 
international application as filed has been furnished. 

the statement that the information recorded in computer readable form is identical to the written sequence listing has been 
furnished 

Certain claims were found unsearchable (See Box I). 
Unity of invention is lacking (see Box II). 



4. With regard to the title, 

|~X~| the text is approved as submitted by the applicant. 

| | the text has been established by this Authority to read as follows: 



With regard to the abstract, 

|~X~] the text is approved as submitted by the applicant. 

I I the text has been established, according to Rule 38.2(b), by this Authority as it appears in Box III. The applicant may, 
1 — 1 within one month from the date of mailing of this international search report, submit comments to this Authority. 

The figure of the drawings to be published with the abstract is Figure No. 



I | as suggested by the applicant. Q None of the figures. 

| | because the applicant failed to suggest a figure. 

| | because this figure better characterizes the invention. 
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